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THE    SERVIANS    AND    AUSTRIA 

BY 

G     M.    TREVELYAN. 

Ti,  Auo-ust  1914,  hostilities  commenced  in  four  dis- 
trict of  Europe,  corresponding  to  four  great  questions, 
lach  of  which  had  directly  or  indirectly  its  part  in  causing 

the  war. 

These  are :  — 

1.  Belgium. 

2.  Alsace-Lorraine.  . 

3.  Poland  (Russian,  Prussian,  and  Aus 

4    Servia.  .    . 

T  am  asked  to  write  about  Servia.     ™  i.  of  interest  fc 


those  parts  and  conversed  with    many    Servians^  ey 

were  then,  as  they  are  again  at  tins  moment,  a  natj 
arms,  a  people  encamped  against  its  enemies       Ihey  sen 
on  us  travellers  most  hospitably,  not  from  town  to   own  but 
Tom  army  to  army,  as  they  lay  awaiting  the  onslaught  of 

he  Bulgarians,  which  came  a  week  or  two  after  we  had  eft 
They  had  just  beaten  the  Turks,  and  they  were,  as  they 
Iel7knew,3about  to  fight  the  Bulgarians   but  they  bo     n 
animosity   against  the  Bulgarians,  much  as  they  i 
th  m-and  little  even  against  the  ancient  Turkish  enemy, 
BOW  that    they   had   just   driven    him   from    Macedonia^ 

Their  hatred  was  all  for  Austria.      Again    and    agai 

heard  said  something  of  this  sort:- 

-This   Turkish  war    that   we    have    fought,   and 

Bulgarian  war  that  we  must  fight,  are  only  preludes  to 

our  real  national  war-the  war    against    Austria. 

armaments  with  which  we  conquered  the  Turks  were  made 

against  Austria,  and  only  directed  against  Turkey  as  a 
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afterthought.     We   regret  that  we    shall    have    to    fight 
Bulgaria." 

Even  then,  on  the  very  eve  of  the  Bulgarian  war  of 
last  year,  hatred  of  Austria  was  the  dominant  national 
sentiment. 

Why  this  intense  hatred  of  Austria? 

It  is  because  Servia  is  only  one  part  of  the  great  South 
Slav  race,  which  is  found  in  the  provinces  of  Bosnia, 
Herzegovina,  Croatia,  Slavonia,  and  Dalmatia. 

All  those  provinces  are  "  under  the  mighty  Austrian," 
and  are  most  bitterly  oppressed  by  him.  The  Austrian.* 
treat  the  South  Slav  race  as  they  used  to  treat  the  Italians 
when  Austria  ruled  Italy.  And  the  Servians  intend  to 
liberate  their  brother  Slavs,  just  as  the  little  State  of 
Piedmont  liberated  the  rest  of  Italy.  For  this  reason 
many  of  the  young  men  in  Servia  belong  to  a  party  called 
"  the  Piedmontese  party,"  and  the  bookshops  at  Belgrade 
contained  a  surprising  proportion  of  books  about  the 
rising  of  Italy  against  Austria  in  the  time  of  Cavour  and 
Garibaldi,  because  that  was  the  model  which  the  Servians 
set  out  to  imitate. 

But,  just  as  little  Piedmont  required  the  France  of 
Napoleon  III.  to  help  her  in  order  to  expel  the  Austrians 
from  the  other  provinces  of  Italy,  so  Servia  requires 
Russian  aid  before  she  ean  hope  to  expel  the  Austrians 
from  Greater  Servia.  In  this  cause  there  is  a  generous 
feeling  in  Russia  which  has  united  all  parties — 
Governmental,  Conservative,  Liberal,  Revolutionary — in 
a  "  Holy  War  "  to  liberate  their  brother  Slavs.  Yet  there 
is  no  fear  whatever  that  Greater  Servia  will  afterwards  be 
unduly  subservient  to  Russia.  Bulgaria  was  created  by 
Russia,  but  has  shown  her  independence  of  outlook.  So 
also  will  Servia.  And  the  South  Slav  race,  though  united 
to  the  Russians  in  religion  and  akin  in  race  and  language, 
has  distinct  characteristics  of  its  own.  One  of  these  is  a 
love  of  independence.  They  spoke  to  me  of  the  Russians 
as  their  blood-kindred  and  their  friends,  but  they  did  not 
like  the  Russian  form  of  government. 

The  Servians  are  an  extremely  democratic  people,  more 
so  than  the    English,    Americans,   or   any    other   people 


among  whom  there  are  great  distinctions  of  rank  or  of 
wealth.  The  Servians  are  a  nation  of  peasant-proprietors, 
each  man  with  his  own  piece  of  land ;  86  per  cent,  of  the 
population  belongs  to  this  class.  The  feudalism  of 
Hungary,  the  junkerism  of  Prussia,  the  landlordism  of 
England,  all  better  or  worse  manifestations  of  the  same 
system  of  holding  land  in  large  blocks,  finds  no  analogy 
in  Servia.  The  Turks  during  their  occupation  of  the 
country  destroyed  the  old  feudal  class  of  Servia,  so 
that  now  that  the  Turks  have  gone  it  is  the 
purest  democracy.  The  typical  Servian  peasant  or 
soldier  (who  are  one  and  the  same)  is  a  fine,  up- 
standing type  of  humanity,  who  looks  you  in  the  face 
as  an  equal.  They  are  also  a  very  pleasant  and  kindly 
people,  as  indeed  are  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Balkans  when  they  are  not  engaged  in  racial  war.  The 
Servians  have  lightness  and  gaiety,  and  have  been  called 
"the  French  of  the  Balkans." 

To  such  a  people,  thoroughly  equalitarian  in  sentiment, 
and  quite  unaccustomed  either  to  feudalism  or  Kaiserdom 
in  any  form,  both  the  Russian  and  the  Austrian  systems 
of  government  are  equally  alien.  If  they  win  the  great 
national  war  they  are  now  waging,  it  is  a  democratic 
state  that  they  will  form  out  of  the  Serb  and  Croat  pro- 
vinces which  they  intend  to  liberate  from  Austria. 

The  Servians,  like  everyone  else,  have  the  defects  of 
the  qualities.  If  they  have  the  merit  of  equalitarianism, 
they  lack  leadership.  They  have  very  little  in  the  way  of 
an  upper  or  even  a  middle  class,  the  mercantile  element 
being  very  slightly  developed  among  them  as  yet.  If  they 
have  the  peasant's  virtues,  they  have  his  limitation  of  out- 
look. 

I  saw  a  good  deal  of  the  army  officers,  and  learnt  to  like 
them  from  conversations  carried  on  in  French  or  a  little 
English ;  they  are  not  a  "  military  caste,"  or  even 
a  class  socially  apart  from  their  soldiers.  They  are 
many  of  them  professional  men,  clerks,  and  better-to- 
do  peasants.  The  army  discipline  is  good,  but  they  live  on 
easy  terms  with  their  men.  They  can  be  seen  dancing  the 
kolo,  the  pretty  national  dance  of  interwoven  steps,  with 


their  men  hand-in-haud.     In  battle  they  say  not  "For- 
ward, men!"  but  "Let  us  charge,    my  brothers,"   and 
they  have  not  to  say  it  twice;    their  army  is  truly  a 
emocracy  in  arms.    They  have  fine  French-made  cannon 
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Les,  and  have  now  in  less  than  two  years  given  a 
good  account  of  themselves  against  Turk,  Bulgarian,  and 
Austrian. 

The  policy  of  Servia,  like  that  of  every  other  Balkan 
State,  including  Austria,  has  undoubtedly  been  grasping. 
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Their  treatment  of  subject  races,  Albanian  or  Bulgarian, 
has  been  no  better  than  the  treatment  accorded  to  sub- 
ject races  by  Greek,  Bulgar,  Servian,  or  Austrian,  who 
have  none  of  them  much  idea  of  generosity  and  liberality 
in  dealings  with  alien  subjects  or  foreigners.  That  may 
come  later,  but  it  will  not  come  until  the  States-system 
of  South -East  Europe  has  been  recast  as  far  as  possible 
on  racial  lines,  and  until  none  of  the  Balkan  States  any 
longer  feels  a  bitter  sense  of  injustice. 

If  Bulgaria  had  beaten  Servia,  Roumania,  and  Greece 
last  year,  she  wTould  have  been  unjust  to  them.  She  was 
beaten  and  they  were  unjust  to  her,  not  leaving  her  with 
enough  territory.  She  ought  to  be  compensated,  and 
there  will  never  be  peace  in  the  Balkans  until  she  has 
been.  But  she  cannot  be  compensated  by  Servia  unless 
Servia  is  allowed  her  proper  expansion  to  the  north,  into 
the  provinces  which  are  called  Austrian,  but  are  in  reality 
Southern  Slav. 

It  was  Austria  who  caused  the  fatal  quarrel  of  Bulgaria 
with  Servia  last  year.  After  the  successful  Balkan  war 
against  Turkey  in  1912-3,  Austria  did  her  best  to  set  the 
victors  by  the  ears,  being  determined  to  prevent  the 
formation  of  a  Balkan  confederacy.  Furthermore,  she 
has  for  a  generation  past  prevented  the  legitimate  expan- 
sion of  Servia  into  the  Slav  North,  so  forcing  her  to  fight 
for  all  she  could  keep  in  the  Macedonian  South,  at  the 
expense  of  Bulgaria. 

If  Servia  can  have  her  legitimate  expansion  north-west, 
she  would  be  ready  to  give  to  Bulgaria  some  of  those 
districts  which  she  insisted  on  keeping  last  year.  To 
bring  about  this  reconciliation  of  the  Christian  States  of 
the  Balkans  in  the  only  possible  way  is  an  aim  of  British 
policy  now  that  war  has  been  forced  upon  us  by  the 
violation  of  Belgium.  It  is  a  just  and  liberal  policy. 

Closely  allied  to  the  Servians  are  the  Montenegrin 
mountaineers,  almost  identical  in  race  and  language,  but 
more  primitive  and  merely  warlike.  They  will  some  day 
form  part  of  the  Greater  Servia,  whether  by  complete 
union  or  federation.  In  all  her  recent  wars  the  Montene- 
grins have  acted  as  if  they  were  Servians. 


The  push  north-west  of  Servia,  if  it  takes  place  owing 
to  Russian  victories,  will  noifbe  the  swamping  of  "Teuton 
culture  "  hy  Slav  barbarism.  It  will  be  the  liberation  of 
Slav  provinces  most  cruelly  oppressed  by  the  Austrians. 
There  are  two  main  branches  of  the  South  Slav  race  in 
these  provinces — the  Serbs  and  Croats.  Together  with  the 
Slovenes,  another  kindred  race,  the  South  Slavs  in  Austro- 
Hungary  number  7  millions.  The  Serbs  belong  generally 
to  the  Orthodox  Church,  the  Croats  are  generally 
Eoman  Catholics.  The  Austrians  count 'on  this  division 
in  religion,  which  undoubtedly  makes  some  division  in 
sentiment.  But  now  that  the  matter  is  put  to  the  test,  even 
in  Croatia, .the  Austrians  are  only  able  to  hold  the  country 
by  imprisoning  the  leading  men  and  terrorising  the 
inhabitants. 

In  Bosnia,  Herzegovina,  Croatia,  Slavonia,  Dalinatia, 
there  is  the  most  absolute  reign  of  terror,  and  indeed  so 
there  was  for  many  years  before  the  war.  It  is  only  now 
intensified. 

The  Austrian  rule  there,  as  in  Italy  of  old,  has  its  two 
well-known  characteristics — material  efficiency  and 
political  tyranny.  They  can  make  excellent  roads  and 
railways,  and  have  done  much  to  bring  material  civilisation 
into  places  as  backward  as  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  were 
when  the  Turk  quitted  them.  But  politically  they  have 
no  idea  save  repression.  The  Grerman-Austrians  were 
indeed  forced,  after  their  defeat  in  I860,  to  take  the 
Magyars  of  Hungary  into  partnership  with  them  on  equal 
terms.  Since  that  date  the  Austrians  and  Hungarians 
have  combined  to  oppress  the  Slavs. 

It  is  said  that  the  Archduke,  murdered  at  Sarajevo, 
intended  to  do  something  to  liberalise  the  system  in  these 
Slav  provinces,  when  he  came  to  the  Austrian  throne. 
That  adds  another  reason  why  we  must  all  regret  that 
murder  in  blood  and  tears.  Whether  such  a  scheme  was 
not  too  late,  whether  such  a  reversal  of  Austrian  policy 
could  have  been  carried  through  by  the  will  of  one  man,  we 
shall,  alas !  never  know.  But  the  Austrian  assertion  that 
the  Archduke's  murder  was  prepared  or  instigated  in 
Servia  is  utterly  unproven  and  in  the  highest  degree 
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•unlikely.  It  is  uuproveu,  for  Austria  had  every 
reason  to  advance  the  proofs  if  she  had  them,  and  she  has 
advanced  none.  It  is  unlikely,  because  Servia  was  engaged 
in  various  delicate  negotiations  at  home,  among  other 
things  a  negotiation  with  Montenegro,  and  it  is  absurd  to 
suppose  that  she  would  have  chosen  that  moment  to  force 
on  a  crisis,  even  if  she  were  held  capable  of  doing  so  by  so 
base  a  crime.  The  act  needs  no  such  explanation  ;  it  was  the 
unfortunate  outcome  in  a  few  desperate  minds  of  the  fierce 
discontent  of  the  Slav  provinces  under  Austrian  and  Hun- 
garian tyranny. 

The  charge  against  Servia  of  murdering  the  Archduke 
has  nothing  more  in  its  favour  than  the  counter-charge 
against  the  high  Austrian  party  of  leaving  the  Archduke 
unguarded  in  order  that  he  might  be  assassinated.  The 
one  charge  is  worth  the  other.  Yet,  without  proof  and 
against  likelihood,  Austria  stated  that  Servia  was  im- 
plicated in  the  murder.  And  by  a  forty-eight  hours' 
ultimatum,  demanding  that  Servia  should  surrender  its 
sovereign  rights  and  abase  herself  to  the  dust  before 
Austria,  that  country  has  forced  on  a  European  war.  By 
action  equally  unjustifiable  towards  Belgium,  Germany 
has  involved  England  in  this  conflict  that  sprang  from 
these  old  blood-spots  in  the  East. 

England  cannot  be  said  to  be  fighting  for  Servia,  but  in 
so  far  as  she  has  been  drawn  into  this  quarrel,  she  is 
fighting  for  justice  and  liberty,  and  to  bring  about  by 
the  only  possible  means  a  tolerable  state  of  things  in 
South-Eastern  Europe  and  peace  in  the  Balkan  Peninsula. 
This  can  only  be  done  by  the  expansion  of  Servia  north- 
wards into  the  Slav  provinces  that  long  to  be  liberated 
by  her,  and  the  compensation  of  Bulgaria  which  will  then 
be  rendered  possible. 

The  re-arrangenients  would  necessarily  involve  the 
equally  just  advance  of  Italy  into  the  Italian  districts 
which  were  only  kept  from  her  by  the  Austrian  sword. 
When  Eastern  Europe  is  divided  as  far  as  possible  on 
racial  and  national  lines,  there  may  at  last  be  peace  and 
content  in  those  unhappy  regions. 
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